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AKOGHS – To 
connect Alaskans 
and the Broader 
Community to the 
History of Oil and 
Gas in Alaska

• November 2022 Incorporation

• January 2023 501(c)3 Status

• March 2023-December 2023 Founding 
Members Campaign



AKOGHS – To 
connect Alaskans 
and the Broader 
Community to the 
History of Oil and 
Gas in Alaska

• Collecting – materials that help establish 
and illustrate the history of oil and gas in 
Alaska

• Preserving – providing for appropriate 
archiving/handling/housing of material 
collected

• Sharing – historical displays, exhibitions, 
publication of historical material, meetings 
with lectures, papers and discussion
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1837 – First Indication of Petroleum on 
the North Slope
Thomas Simpson with Hudson Bay Company (first white man 
to reach Point Barrow from the east) finds “two pieces of pitch 
coal” in the flood plain of the Babbage River that had washed 
down the river.

1853 – Oil in Cook Inlet
Fur traders for the Russian-American Company notice oil seep 
on the west side of Cook Inlet.

1869 – First Published Report of 
Petroleum in Alaska
William H. Dall, Ph.D., writes “Alaska and Its Resources.” On 
page 259 of that book, he writes “The first inlet of importance 
on the Alaska Peninsula is Katmai. Here Jurassic fossils were 
found. On a lake in the vicinity petroleum is floating.”



AKOGHS 
Sharing

1882 – First Samples Collected on the 
Iniskin Peninsula
A Russian named Paveloff collects samples from an oil seep 
near Oil Bay on the Iniskin Peninsula on the west side of Cook 
Inlet.

1892 – Oil Claims Staked – First Attempt 
at Petroleum Development in Alaska
A prospector named Edelman stakes oil claims in the Iniskin 
Peninsula. His claims are near the low divide between the 
headwaters of Bowser Creek. Bowser Creek flows past at least 
one oil seep into Oil Bay.



AKOGHS – 
Collecting 

• Oral history is a field of study and a method of 
gathering, preserving and interpreting the voices 
and memories of people, communities, and 
participants in past events. Oral history is both the 
oldest type of historical inquiry, predating the 
written word, and one of the most modern, 
initiated with tape recorders in the 1940s and now 
using 21st-century digital technologies.
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Alaska Oil and 
Gas Historical
Society  - 
Thank You

• Questions?


