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FORT KNOX LOCATION
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FISH CREEK VALLEY PAST
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●1901 Felix Pedro Discovers Gold Near Fish Creek

●1902 Felix Pedro Discovery on Pedro Creek

●1902 H.A. Currier Stakes The Discovery Claim On Melba Creek
(State Recorder, 1903)

●1913 H.A. Currier Staked Auriferous Quartz Veins On The
Melba Creek/Monte Cristo Divide
Edward C. Vogt Assembles and Operates A 3-stamp Mill and
Circular Concentrating Table Along Melba Creek

●1910 – 1940 Small Scale Mining For Placer and Lode Gold, As Well As
Dredging Operations

●1942 Moratorium By Federal Government On Non-strategic Metals
Mining

●1960’s Placer Mining In Fish Creek Drainage Resumes
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FISH CREEK VALLEY PAST
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Felix Pedro Alfred Brooks
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FISH CREEK VALLEY PAST

7



kinross.com

FISH CREEK VALLEY PAST

8



kinross.com
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FISH CREEK VALLEY PAST

The FE Company operated Dredge No.7 in
1940 and 1941 extracting gold from over two
miles of Fish Creek.
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FISH CREEK VALLEY PAST

● Blue Babe
○ Bison found by the Walter and Ruth Roman and sons in 1979

– Placer miners

– Yellow Pup area of Fort Knox

– Died 36,000 years ago

http://www.alaska.edu/uajourney/history-and-trivia/blue-babe-a-messenger-fro/

UAF Photo
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MINE HISTORY
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FORT KNOX

LOOKING WEST – EARLY 90’S
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MINE HISTORY
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1980 – Claims named Fort Knox

1984 – Visible gold discovered on claims

1994 – State & Federal permits issued

1995 – Project construction began

1996 – First gold pour

1997 – Fish Creek wetlands restoration

2009 – First gold poured from Heap Leach

2011 – 5,000,000th ounce of gold poured

2013 – 6,000,000th ounce of gold poured

2016 – 7,000,000th ounce of gold poured
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MINE HISTORY

●1980
○ Prospectors staked 19 placer mining claims

–Claims were named Fort Knox

●1982
○ 34 more Fort Knox claims were staked

●1984
○ Rod Blakestad discovered visible gold in granite

●1987 - 1992
○ Extensive exploration program

–427 holes were drilled
–262,00 feet
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MINE HISTORY
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FORT KNOX

LOOKING SOUTHWEST – EARLY 90’S
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MINE HISTORY

●1992
○ Amax Gold Inc. acquired

ownership of Fort Knox Project

●1994
○ State and Federal permits issued

●1995
○ Project construction began
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Top: Larry Lynch, Doug Nicholson, Ken Hack, Kevin Brown, Warren
Woods, Derek Brown, Roger Magnuson, Curt Ruesch, Chris Kennedy
Bottom: Bill Jeffress, Steve Lang, Arne Bakke, Tom Irwin
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MINE HISTORY

●1996
○ First gold pour

●1998
○ Kinross Gold Corporation acquisition
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MINE HISTORY

●2009
○ Walter Creek Heap Leach Facility

–First gold pour
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Walter Creek heap leach April 2017
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FORT KNOX PRE 1996
WETLANDS COMPLEX
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FORT KNOX

WETLANDS COMPLEX 2016
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FRESH WATER RESERVOIR
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Arctic Grayling Population Estimates >200mm (95% CI)

Source: ADF&G 2015
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FORT KNOX & FISH CREEK VALLEY




