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. . . In the beginning 

“The history of  the present King of  
Great Britain is a history of  repeated 
injuries and usurpations, all having in 
direct object the establishment of  an 
absolute Tyranny over these States. 
To prove this, let Facts be submitted 
to a candid world. . . . He has 
endeavoured to prevent the 
population of  these States; for that 
purpose obstructing the Laws for 
Naturalization of  Foreigners; 
refusing to pass others to encourage 
their migrations hither, and raising 
the conditions of  new 
Appropriations of  Lands.” 

 



• Russia 
• Germany 
• Ireland 
• Philippines 
• Norway 
• Sweden 
• Canada 
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National Myth 
"Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to 

breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of  your teeming 

shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-

tossed to me. 
I lift my lamp beside the golden 

door!"  
Emma Lazarus 



National Reality 

• 8-20 million “illegal” or 
“undocumented” or 
“unauthorized” immigrants 

• Backlogs and quotas for legal 
immigration 

• Heavy burdens on citizens and 
employers 

• “Immigration law is a mystery 
and a mastery of  obfuscation” 
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• Canada 
• United Kingdom 
• South Korea 
• Philippines 
• Mexico 
• Nigeria 
• China 
• Japan 
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Demographic challenges 



From “Alien” to “Citizen” 

“Alien” 

Non-immigrant 

Immigrant (“green card”) 

Citizen 





Immigration Waiting List by 
Category 

12 

Source: www.travel.state.gov 





The Good, the Bad, the Ugly 
for Alaska Employers 

• J-1 exchange visas 
– Senator Begich change 

• F-1 students 
• STEM extension 
• Treaty NAFTA 
• E-1/E-2 investor/trader 

visas 
 

• H-1B professional visas 
• H-2B seasonal or 

temporary worker visas 
• L-1 transferee visas 

 
 
 

• Everify 
• “Walmart” clauses 
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Why does it take so long? 

• Artificial quotas that do not 
relate to the realities of  a 
global world 

• Complexity of  the process 
• Constantly changing laws, 

regulations, and policies 
• Government inefficiency 
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