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General Background 
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North Slope Compared to Other Basins 
Shale Oil – Estimates of undiscovered, technically recoverable oil 

• Bakken    3,645 MMBO 
• North Slope   940 MMBO 
• Utica    940 MMBO 
• Eagle Ford     853 MMBO 
• Woodford    393 MMBO 
• Niobrara    227 MMBO  

Shale Gas – Estimates of undiscovered, technically recoverable gas 
• Marcellus    81,374 BCFG 
• Haynesville   60,734 BCFG 
• Eagle Ford    50,219 BCFG 
• North Slope   42,006 BCFG 
• Utica    37,273 BCFG 
• Woodford     15,105 BCFG 

 
Source:  USGS 
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Marcellus Shale / Utica Shale 
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Public Engagement & Opposition 
At the Local Level 
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State Action 
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Key Issues 
  Water Sources & Use 

• Alternative sources 
  Water Disposal & Reuse 
  E&S Control – Wetlands – Water Quality 
  Roadway Maintenance 
  Groundwater Protection 
  Well Control – Spill Protection 
  Chemical Use & Storage 
  Noise, Lighting, Traffic 
  Taxes & Fees 
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Statutory & Regulatory Modernization 
   Major recent legislative enactments 

- Ohio 
- Pennsylvania 
- West Virginia 

• Enactments address severance taxes and impact fees, uniformity-
preemption, and modernization of standards for unconventional 
development and horizontal drilling, surface owner and groundwater 
protection, chemical disclosure, waste handling, etc. 

  Regulatory updates on wide ranges of topics – active state 
 agencies, particularly in eastern plays 

  Ongoing studies by New York State and Delaware River Basin 
 Commission 

- Development on hold pending regulatory action 
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NGO Engagement: 
Federal Focus 
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Federal Agency Involvement 
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Chronology 
 
2010 Appropriations Committee 
Conference Report directed EPA to 
undertake study 
 
November 2011 EPA issues final 
study plan 
 
December 2012 EPA issues 
progress report 
 
Research projects underway 
 
Final report expected 2014 
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Draft issued May 2012 
 
Comment period extended 
through August 2012 
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Closing Thoughts:  
Observations for Alaska 
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Closing thoughts 

The debate is national – 
BUT most regulation is at the state level 
 
Modernization of certain standards may be appropriate 
 
Stakeholder engagement is valuable 
 
Hysteria does not breed good science or policy 
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Questions 

? 
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